
October 15/16, 2020

Day 11 Oct 15/16

Take out your rough draft (handwritten) or share 
it with me on Google Classroom. (You can use 
the same form for your rough draft and your final 
draft.)

Goals:
• know how to punctuate dialogue correctly
• know how to use precise vocabulary

> you can "add" details by being more 
specific

• New due date:  Tuesday Oct 20 at 11:00 pm

Punctuating Dialogue
• Quotation marks                  (point down & in)

• Punctuation goes INSIDE the quotation marks

• Separate dialogue tags with punctuation 
(usually a comma)

• Begin the quotation with a capital letter; 
you don't need a capital letter for the 
continuation of a quotation.

• Begin a new ¶ when the speaker changes
• If you're not sure, look at the dialogue in 

those three narratives, and copy their 
format (but indent more than they do)
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Punctuating Dialogue
Punctuating Dialogue
1. Always begin with a capital letter when people are 
speaking.
2. All punctuation at the end goes inside the quotation 
marks. (There are very few exceptions.)
3. If the speaking tag (he said) breaks up the 
quotation, do NOT capitalize the continuation:
"Right now," father said, "you must get to work!"
4. When the speaker changes, begin a new 
paragraph!

• If you're not sure, look at the dialogue in 
those three narratives, and copy their 
format (but indent more than they do)

Using Specific Language:

On my website, read "My Father Was a US 
Citizen."

Is this story 
• good? 
• clear?
• well-written?

This was Buscaglia's rough draft!!
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Go on my website and read "My Father Was a US Citizen" 
side-by-side with your copy of "Papa Was an American." The 
two texts match up paragraph for paragraph. The first is a 
rough draft.  What did Busacaglia do to improve his story?

After pulling up your copy of "Papa Was an 
American" and reading both stories side-by-
side, ...

What do you notice?

See how Buscaglia uses specific language 
and examples!

You can do that too!  Go through your rough 
draft and for each sentence, ask yourself: 
how can I make this more specific, the 
way Buscaglia did.
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General Tips for Writing a good story:

What is the time period for the action?  Is it 
less than an hour?

Don't keep counting the number of words.  
Just tell your story.  If you reach the end of 
your story and you do not have enough 
words, then go through the Elaboration 
Techniques and ask yourself, which 
techniques can I use to make my story 
better?

Have someone else read your story.  If that 
person does not understand something or is 
unclear about something, then you need to 
add more explanation (sometimes it's as 
simple as adding I unlocked the door.)

Due Tuesday, October 20.


